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James 1:2-4 (NIV)
Trials and Temptations

? Consider it pure joy3 my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face
trials of many kinds, ~ because you know that the testing of your
faith produces perseverance. * Let perseverance finish its work so
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

Greetings Grace United Methodist Church!

It must be getting really close to December or something because
it is getting COLD outside. Is it weird that I really don’t like the cold
all that much, but at the same time I’m kind of looking forward to
that first good Christmas-snow, the one that covers everything in a
blanket of white? I know we had that winter-blast a couple of weeks
ago; but that was fall-snow — which is way different from Christmas-snow. 1 remember what
my mom used to say... snow is so pretty — to sit inside where it’s warm and look out a# it, but
not to have to get out iz it and go to work. When I was working at the Defense Finance & Ac-
counting Service in Columbus, those long walks in from the parking lot could be brutal.

As I write this, so much has happened, and is continuing to happen in our Church. Bishop
Hee-So Jung visited with us on Nov 12, and Grace people pulled out all the stops in making
his visit welcoming and memorable. He was very impressed with the meal that was prepared,
and remarked more than once how great it was about our Laundry Soap ministry. Rev. Ed Fu-
gate visited with us on Nov 16, and served as the presiding Elder for our Charge Conference.
Many thanks to Mary Ahlborn in facilitating that. Just this past Sunday, Nov 23 we had our all
-church Thanksgiving Celebration, and I was simply astounded at the turnout. Not only did we
have 53 in attendance at church that morning, quite a many stayed around to enjoy food and
fellowship.

Looking ahead, Advent is barreling down upon us, and the excitement and anticipation are
already being felt. Yesterday, (Nov 24) we decorated the church and wow — I am just amazed
at how good it all looks. Thank you so much to all who came out and worked so hard to make
Grace put its best foot forward for both our own congregation and for any visitors who come
worship with in the coming weeks.

The series I’ve chosen for the Advent season is entitled The Wonder of it All, from Seedbed.
The series depicts the Advent journey towards the Manger on Christmas Eve from the perspec-
tive of several principal players in the well-known drama. Week 1 (Nov 30) focuses on Advent
Hope of course, but from Joseph’s viewpoint. The message for the first week is The Wonder of
the Journey: Joseph’s Story, and I'll be preaching a not only a message of hope, but also what
it all might have looked like through Joseph’s eyes. Week 2 (Dec 7) is Advent Peace, and now
shifts the spotlight to Mary. In addition to that worship service being our monthly Communion
celebration, as a special treat Pastor Amanda will bringing the message to us.



From the Pastor’s Desk December 1, 2025
e T e A —— = F - ——— == s e e

Entitled The Wonder of Anticipation: Mary’s Story, Amanda will do a great job at emphasiz-
ing Advent Peace, and giving us a glimpse of the story through Mary’s eyes. Week 3 (Dec 14)
is Advent Joy, and showcases our much-anticipated Christmas Cantata.

Week 3 (Dec 14) is Advent Joy, and showcases our much-anticipated Christmas Cantata.
Jayme Tatro and the Grace Choir have been hard at work making preparations, and it is a ser-
vice that is not to be missed. Week 4 is the Sunday before Christmas, (Dec 21) and closes out
the series with The Wonder of the Revelation: The Magi. We will sing and worship and cele-
brate Advent Love as only Grace Church can do. Finally, on Christmas Eve, the worship
team, Pastor Amanda and I have been crafting 4 Service of Lessons and Carols, to not only
celebrate the arrival of Christmas at long last, but to focus our hearts and minds upon the
Christ-child’s birth once more. Service time for Christmas Eve is 7:00pm, and we hope to see
everyone there!

But all that only depicts our upcoming Sunday services for the next several weeks (plus
Christmas Eve). We also have the Silent Auction & Church Gathering on Friday, Dec 12 at
6:00pm with light snacks & refreshments — and we still need donations for that. Bring any
new or gently used items to the church quickly! The next day is our Christmas with The Cho-
sen event - Sat, Dec 13 at 4:00pm. I’ve purchased a huge big-screen so we can watch it in the
Sanctuary, and many thanks to Mike McCoy and Alex Wasser in locating and setting up one
of our projectors. It’ll come in handy in January when I will be teaching our next Bible Study
using Season 1 of The Chosen. More to come on that. Finally, we’ll be packing cookies for
delivery to Snyder Park on Dec 17 — time is TBD. Then on Dec 19 from 11:00am to 1:00pm a
group of volunteers will be delivering the packages to the school.

With all the busyness of the holiday season, don’t forget the reason for the season. In all
things, keep your eyes upon the One who made all this possible; the One whom we all follow;
the One, who loved us enough to make the ultimate sacrifice.

In Christ,

Pastor Rob Stufflebeam

Grace United Methodist Church
(740) 304-2518

rob.stufflebeam itlgmail.com

Thank you all for being faithful to Grace United Methodist Church. In re-
Cﬂﬂlﬁms sponse to our recent request for Equitable Compensation from the District
OFFERING  ;ng Conference, Rev. Don Wilson scheduled a meeting with Becky Frantz,
Marilyn Martin, Barb McCoy and Mary Ahlborn on Nov 24. That financial
assistance is not set in stone as yet, as he has to obtain approval from the Cabinet, but it is a
good chance. The ministries we do and the worship we provide could not be accomplished
without your generous tithes and offerings. God bless you!
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CHRISTMAS IS A TIME OF MEMORIES AND RENEWED HOPE

‘ Do you remember the Christmas school or church pageants you participated in while a youth?

Dressing up as a star or a shepherd (hopefully not as the donkey). | remember a play in which

this little boy, Aubrey, was to say the poem about putting a penny in the old man’s hat. He was to
emphasize the last line which was, “If you haven’t got a penny, well God bless you.” His version
was, “If you haven’t got a penny, well bless God you!” It made the audience laugh while as a
second thought, at Christmas it is time for us to bless God! It's a time when we can set aside

time to thank God for giving us the most loving gift we could ever receive—His beloved and only

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amidst the hustle and bustle let’s set aside time to sing praises to God, pray in thankfulness, read
the scriptures, and get excited and happy about the gifts we’re giving. A happy heart makes the
face cheerful...Proverbs 15:13a.

-‘ Our church is beautifully decorated to welcome another Christmas in which we celebrate the birth

of Jesus with joy filled sermons, Christmas cantatas, and meeting together with each other in

love and fellowship. As is our tradition a special offering for Christmas will be taken for
continuance of our ministry and missions. A Christmas offering envelope is enclosed.
In addition, love offerings will be taken for the staff — Pastor Rob, Aileen (church office manager)

and Ramona (custodian). Please mark your envelopes for whom your offerings are designated.

Blessings, prayers, and Merry Christmas!!

) HEAT IS COMING BACK TO GRACE

* The Trustees have been busy working on our ancient boilers to restore heat to the
. * sanctuary. They are replacing five burners which will cost $1,000 with service fees.
- Donations are welcome as a “second mile gift” (giving beyond your usual offerings).
« Please mark your donation envelope “HEAT.”
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December Scriptures
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Psalm 29:2
Peter 3:3-4
Ezekiel 34:27
Galatians 5:1
Psalm 80:14
Zechariah 8:12
Isaiah 40:3
Matthew 7:24-25
Matthew 9:27-30
Isaiah 40:1-2
Mark 1:1-4
Isaiah 35:3-4
Matthew 18:12-14
Matthew 11:28-30
Isaiah 41:19-20
2 Peter 3:8-9
Isaiah 61:1-2
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Psalm 25:4-5
Matthew 1:1-2, 15-16
Luke 1:13-15
Luke 7:14
Luke 1:26-29
Luke 1:30-31, 38
Luke 1:41-44
Luke 1:46-49, 52-53
Luke 2:1, 4-5
Isaiah 9:2, 6
Luke 2:6-7
Matthew 2:11
John 1:1-5

Phyllis & Larry Garber
John Shough
Janet Blazer

Jeann Powell

Shower of Blessings

Recipient for December:
Barbara & Dave Sheehan
11360 Gerlaugh Rd
PO Box 4
Medway OH, 45341




Silent Auction

Friday, December 12th, will be our annual Silent Auction fund-
raiser. Doors will open at 6pm, with the first auctions finishing
at 7pm. We need donations of holiday décor, home goods, winter
apparel and suchlike. Invite a friend and bring a snack to share!

Christmas with the Chosen

For the first time, we will be showing the “Christmas with the
Chosen” on December 13th, at 4pm. This moving take on the
story of Jesus’ birth is an incredible way to begin the season.

Angel Tree

We will be drawing a winner for the Angel Tree on Sun-
day, December 21st after service. Tickets are available
after service or from the office and all proceeds will
benefit the Lifewise Academy.

Special Services: Christmas Eve and Watchnight

Join us for a Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve
at 7pm.

This year, we will have a special Watchnight Service at 7pm,
December 31st. Come and see in the new year with prayer and
music.



1) Pray for a person
each day. Write their
name in the

space. Doodle around the
name, add color. Think of
each stroke of color or
each doodled mark (line,
dot, arc, spiral...) as a
wordless prayer. If words
come to you as you draw,
pray them—in your mind
or write the word on the
page. Squeeze words onto
the calendar in the shape
or along the margins.
When you have finished
with your daily entry, say
“Amen” or recite a short
passage of Scripture ap-
propriate to Advent like
“The Lord is my light and
my salvation.” (Psalm
27:1) This tiny colorful
mosaic creates a frame
around the person’s
name. Return to the cal-
endar each day and let it
be a visual reminder to
pray for each person
again. Add a new person
every day.

2)Choose a word from
the daily Scripture read-
ings for the season.

3) Choose a word from a
book of Advent medita-
tions. Combine your cal-
endar with one of the
many wonderful books of
daily Advent meditations
and reflections. Read the
entry for the day and
choose a word that jumps
out at you. Write the
word in the shape and
start to doodle and color
around it. Marinate in the
word. What is it saying to
you? What does God
have to say to you about
the word? Keep a com-
puter or notebook next to
your calendar so you can

write any insights or
“ahas.”



Position Date Name

Acolyte December Larry Campbell

Communion Set-up Dec. 7 Pastor Rob Stufflebeam

Communion Servers Dec. 7 Connie Mitchell, Mary Ahlborn

Communion Clean-up Dec. 7 Betty Prosser

Greeter - Front Door Dec. 7,14 Pam Smith & Deb Cooke

Dec. 21, 28 Becky Frantz & Dave Speas

Greeter — Sanctuary Door Dec. 7, 14 Donna Myers, Kim Stehle

Dec. 21, 28 Mary Olmstead, Fonda Setters

Liturgist Dec. 7 Pastor Rob Stufflebeam

Dec. 14 Pattie Mumma

Dec. 24 Pattie Mumma

Dec. 21, 28 Bruce Eckler

Ushers Dec. 7,14 Larry Campbell & Dave Speas

Dec. 24 Larry Campbell

Dec. 21, 28 Donna Layne & Gre:g Hosier

Advent Readers Nov. 30 Mary Olmstead, Fonda Setters

Dec. 7 Kim Stehle, Colin Day

Dec. 14 Gary Blevins, Pattie Mumma

Dec. 21 Jayme Tatro, Larry Campbell

Dec. 24 Amanda & Rob Stufflebeam

Counters Special Music
December 1 Marilyn Martin | December 7 Choir

& Ramona Keeton

December 8 Connie Mitchell | December 14 Choir Cantata
& Ramona Keeton

December 15 Kim Stehle | December 21 Choir
& Deb Cooke

December 22 Mary Ahlborn | December 24 Jayme Tatro
& Aileen Wasser

December 29 Marilyn Martin | December 28 Choir
& Ramona Keeton

December 31 Aileen & Alex Wasser



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
7pm Men'’s 11am Soap 11:45am Choir | 6pm Trustee
Bible Study Making Practice Mt
7pm NA
Meeting
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
7pm NA 7pm Men'’s 7pm NA 11:45am Choir 6pm All- 6pm Silent 4pm
Meeting Bible Study Meeting Practice Church Mt Auction Christmas
with the
Chosen
14 15 16 1y 18 19 20
Choir Canta- 7pm Men’s | 12pm Wom- 12pm Package 11am Dis-
ta Bible Study en of Faith cookies for tribute
7pm NA 7pm NA Snyder Park Cookies to
Meeting Meeting 11:45am Choir Snyder Park
Practice Lifewise
Christmas
Lunch
- 22 23 24 25 26 27
Drawina f 7pm Men's 7pm NA Office Closed | Office Closed Office
g for A :
Anael Tr Bible Study Meeting Closed
gel Tree 3
2pm NA 7pm Chnstn'!as
Meetin 4:45 Soup Eve Service
g "
Kitchen
28 29 30 31
7pm Men'’s 7pm NA Office Closed
7pm NA . N
Meeting Bible Study Meeting

7pm Watch Night
Service







